The Proposed Light Railway

from the volume of newspaper cuttings etc. compiled by
Councilior C.E.Williams c. IY900, now owned bylirlirs Salweam
of thé Racecourse.

Oswe AdVv. 20.5.1896

"The proposed light reilway from 0Sw to Llangynog
Public lieeting at Osw.

Convened by the Mayor, Counc. C.E.Wms . Hopes rested ona

bill to facilitate the construction of light Railways wh had
passed the Standing Comwittee on tTmads: money to be raided
partly by shereholders, partly by rates, partly by Govt. loan.

Rev. Owen Jones (llangynog): "said he had gt lpeasure in
seconding the motion , because he believed he wld benegit by
such a railway.(Laughter) .. .Someone had said that nature wss
v.grand at Llangynog - so it was, but at the same time those
whe lived there felt the need of a little human nsture-(laughw)
-they seemed now to be cut off from the worlc around & they
regarded Osw as the natural link connecting; Llangynog with the
outside world. (Applause) The Light Rys Bill was brought in

to assist agriculture & there was no doubt a vast tract of
country between (sw & Lllang wh needed assistance. Whenever
he visited Osy.he felt he put his foct on civiligsed ground -
(laughter)- & felt himself at home (Renewed laughter & applaus)..."

Reve D.Davies (Llansilin) ..."if it ran thro ihe Lawnt it wld
enable them to drvelop the lime industry for bld & manuring
purposes. It wld also benefit the Corp of 0Osw for the members

cld then more easily visit their beautiful wuterworks at PenyGwelly
(Laughter) As they all knew, a gt quanity of feeding gtuffs &
produce genereally was now carried by teams over a hilly ground

& he need not tell the meeting that it was no easy task to take

big loads over the Racecourse...."

ir Thomas llorris "said the Llanarmon people could be caught at
the Lawnt. To carry bags of Indian corn& other stuff over the
hills was now a v. expensive business. (Applause)"

Rev. R.Jones (Rhyd)'"said the ground was comparatively level

onthe proposed Llansilin route.(laughter) At Rhyd, they had

some of the best lime rocks in FEngland & they only wanted to be
brought nearer the markets in order to be successfully developed.
With regard to the ry taro the Tanat Valley, no doubt it wld

be a little cheaper but it was doubtful if the road in many
places wld admit of a light rybeing constructed. Ii there was a
branch from Llansilin to Pen y Bont, people wld still be landed

a long way from (Osw. so that it wld not be of much adovantage to
them. He cld not help looking back to the times of 30 or 4C yrs
ago, when there were men in Osw who were Gt promoters of rys; thy
were giant in their day (Hear hear) Osw now rezped the benefit of
their public spirit & enterprise , & wen he locked around the
town & saw the fine blds that had been erected since then ,felt

that the o0ld spirit & enterprise wh hwad was shown in former days
was, to a gt. extent, still alive.(Hear Hear)




Mr W.H.Spaull "The line advocated thro the Iawnt & Lansilin
seemed to him tne natural one...He knew the proposed line thro
the Lawnt was the one advocated by the late Sir Watkin.(Applause)

The Town (Clerk emphasised the importance of financial backing

"strong views had been expressed from Llansilin & 1d those
strong views were backed up by money, no doubt the comuittee

wld be happy to tall inwwith those views.. .. 30 yrs ago his om
firm paid £I,000 out of their own pockets for advertising,
engineering & law expenses in counection with the projected

ry to Llangynog- wh all went into the sea-(laughter)- they never
derived a penny from it & in subsequent yrs also moneyxhad been
loste... One Act of Part ha been obtained by the late lir Thos
savin & it afterwards fell thro, as no money was forthcoming...."

A committee was formed to consider the project.

Advertiser  larch IO , 1897

"Sir watkin having refused to zXkEx allot his subscription

of £2,000 to the Llansilin route, at a meeting of the
promoters! committee at Osw on lionday, when the Deputy Mayor,
Mr C.E.Wms presided, it was decided to adopt the Tanat Valley
scheme for tgim%%%ht ry to Llangynog.

The decision #@as Inevitable & altho the Llansilin routewas
ind@sputably better, the route by the Tanat Valley ... shld be
heartily supported. The Town Council of Osw are to be asked
to subscribe £3,000, & there is 1little doubt they will assentto
a proposal of a&o much importance to the borough."
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Figure 6: Lines projected between 1862 and 1896

Che (No&%& that wasn't —




