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And trom the junction signal box And Forty more were sadly hurt
o
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lhe thrilling message past So cruel was the shock
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The Signals are at danger Which overtook the Crewe Express
But the train i rushing fsace o T ' Jereel
ut the ratn is rushing past JUST aIter two 0 Clock
Lre? Edwin Ward the signal man And people now are asking
¢
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Could ring the answer back What was it wrecked the rail
4
The North to West Express from Crew Did the
, ‘ ;
Went tearing off the track Or
Some were reading some were fast asleep Driver & Fireman both are dead
i 5 . ; :
And some were playing cards ‘tis said And we can only guess
But cighteen of those passengers What caused that fatal accident
Are remembered with the dead lo the Bristol night express
o

The Railway Photographs of PW. Pilcher
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I recently bought a book = 7he Railway Photographs of PNV, Pilcher, capturing images of moving trains, with his first success recorded

o
in 1889 and the Nationa

which was published by the London & North Western Railway Railway Muscum have two collections of
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Society and contins some superb monochrome photographs. | his work. He was organist at Shrewsbury Abbey for 29 vears and
Percy William Pilcher (1866-1937) was a prominent British treasurer of the Shropshire Camera Club. He was also a « omposcr,
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ratway photographer, particularly known for being a pioncer in | and a reacher at Shrewsbury School u extensive
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collection of photographs, taken between the 1880s and 1930s,
primarily focused on locomotives of the Great Northern (GNR),
Great Western (GWR), and London & North Western (LNWR)
railways.

A notable event which PW. Pilcher found himself ideally placed
to record was the Shrewsbury Railway Accident of 15th October
1907, when an LNWR passenger and mail train derailed at the
junction just to the north of the station, killing 18 people and
injuring over 30 more. Shrewsbury Railway Heritage Trust has been
given permission by the London & North Western Railway Society
to place images in Abbey Lines and we express our appreciation for
this assistance. Copies of this book are available priced £9.95 from
the LNWRS (hrtps://lnwrs.org.uk/socicty—publica[ions).

The majority of Pilcher’s work dates from after his move to
Shrewsbury in 1892, when he was presented with the opportunity
to photograph an especially diverse selection of rolling stock. The
trust has a photograph (very crumpled) of 1304 Jeanie Deans of
‘2pm Corridor’ fame, and unlike the photo in the book which has
been cropped, our image shows the engine sheds and Abbey Station

in the background..

Inside the shed you can just see Lady of the

t Lake' (The LNWR) 7ft 6in Single 2-2-2 class, a type of express
| passenger locomotive designed by John Ramsbottom. There are
also two Special DX Goods.

Jeanie Deans was a “Teutonic’ class 2-4-0 locomotive number
1304 LNWR-

afwrnoo& train on the 400-mile journey from London to Glasgow.

owned locomotive used for many years to haul the

Jeanie Déans was a character in “The ‘Hearr of Midlothian” by Sir

Walter Scott (1771-1832).

Our front page cover shows Greater Britain No. 2051 George
Findlay built in April 1894. The
the recently deceased and highly respected

locomotive was named in tribute
to Sir George Findlay,
General Manager of the London and North Western Railway
(LNWR). ‘Greater Britain is the name for the class of ten 2-2-2

2 compound steam locomotives designed by Francis Webb for the
LNWR between 1892 and 1894. The foggy’ background shows

Shrewsbury Castle and Charles Darwin’s old school!

PW. Pilcher has given us and future generations some excellent
images of our railway heritage. He is buried in the old part of
Shrewsbury General Cemetery. Reference: Section 149-7-N

Philip Davies




