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INTRODUCTION

"The story of the arrivals in Oswestry within a few hours of the scheme
becoming operative has now entered realms from which local historians
of the future will draw a rich store of reminisences. Doubtless they will
touch upon Oswestry's transformation from the peacetime scene of a
steadily progressive market town, and will mention the purposeful,
ordered haste with which the inhabitants and those that directed their
activities, marshalled their resources in the endeavour to meet the
needs of the hour. They will recall the gamut of emotions aroused by
the plight of youngsters removed from their homes by forces of
circumstances. Humour, that unfailing emollient, will have its place in
this chronicle of the future - the native humour of the young city dweller
brought in close contact with the countryside for the first time."

The Oswestry and Welsh Border Counties Advertiser
October 11th 1939

As you will read evacutation was an experience in which those who
were involved, will never forget. It was a peculiar phenomenon only
ever experienced during World War Two. The idea to remove civilians
from cities under threat from bombing, certainly saved lifes during the
worst Blitzes.

Propaganda urged parents to send their children to safety.. The war was
anticipated by more than 2 days to give time for evacuation to start.
The first evacuee's moved out of the cities in the morning of Friday 1st
September 1939 and by the evening of the 3rd, 1,473,391, people had
been evacuated into safe areas;(The Evacuees, edited by B.S. Johnson,
1968). Most of these were children, with some mothers, teachers and
W.V.S. as escorts; (previouly to the outbreak at least 2 million people
had privately evacuated themselves to friends and family).

The allocation to billets was totally random. Children were either put
into halls or marched through the streets in a humiliating and choatic
practise; which allowed foster parents the free choice and a real sense
of urgency was felt.

By January 1940 over half of the evacuees had returned home because
no bombing had occurred. _

The second wave of evacuation aftér the start of the bombings in 1940
was a different experience. Those involved were smaller in number and
travelled alone rather than as whole schools and classes.

To many by the end of the war returning home to their parents was like
evacuation all over again.



The warmest

of welcomes

for ‘invadérs’

The. outbreak of war. in 1939 affected the._
country in different ways.” DAL ¢
For those living in the city it me
threat'of a homb attack; but for rural areas:t
evacuees ‘the chance -to live in. relativeg;'
welcome._jn, the countryside that man

Thereception of thé

children and mothers

was at Oswestry sta
tion, and one of the
chief officers of the
town’s evacuation
committee was the
town clerk, Mr Hugh
Bird-Jones.

Mr Bird Jones, now.
85, of Sunnyside,
Queens Park,
Oswestry, can st111

remember the scenes. .
" as the first of the-

evacuees — some 600
children and 60 adults
- arrived in the town.
“We enlisted the
"help of just about
every organisation to
help transfer the
children to the sur-
rounding villages,” he
said. ‘“The response
was terrific with peo-
ple volunteering their
private cars as taxis.

No easy task

“Pannle came
forward '1n thelr
hundreds offering

- their homes for
refuge.
“Our biggest

problem was trying to
match.the ages of the
children to the ages of
the people they were
to live with — obvious-
ly an elderly woman
wouldn’'t have been
able to cope with very
young children.

ant learnina’:

i rdmary people of th

,,{f{ght was-to’ give you
= and o’ ”mak(f ‘thel

{7 The ,billetmg of-
. ficers had no easy task

! to- provide accom

modation.

on Park hall Camp was
still going on and the
town was flooded with

labourers seeking a

temporary home.

In addition many of
the larger families
refused to be split up,

- with the result that

some householders|
‘took in four or even|

five evacuees.

"Around the villages!
most  of -the children|
were sent to locall
parish: cgﬁtres The/
r_orgamsegs in these|

areas were hampered
firstly' by torrential
rain on the first and
second of ;September,
and secondly by the
late arrival of trains.

Despite this most | £

families were al-

located lodgings the |

. night they arrived.

- Mr W. Gough Thomas; :
who was responsible |

In" Ellesmere the
evacuation officer for
the rural district was

for billeting 620 peo-
ple. The first of these

were enrolled in the |
. market hall on Friday,
. September 1, when 472

(.children,

aged
between fxve and 14,
arrived by bus.

In the
autumn of 1939 work

evacuation

Mr. Hugh Bird-Jones, one of the

organisers -in
Oswestry.
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An eye witness ac- |
* count of the scenes in
the town told of"

“Those "little figures

. loaded with luggage,’

coats, and gas masks;

 their faces stamped

- with bewilderment. i
! “I noticed one small .
boy tightly clutchinga !
ha’'penny ard another '
holding a tablet of

soap (which many

needed after thelr;

long journgy).

“There were no

tears but faces showed
definite signs of what
had happened on the
way and I know that
everyone- was moved
with enmething more

(m{dmﬁ wn (he OW‘/‘(/:j

GUUlitL)y d HLIUC LUYU :
citing, but .L. agpeal (3
all householders ‘to
consider the unusual
and - sad .circum-
_stance _
; SR, ktlow that some
' ofi.the children are
\having the™ t1me ‘of -
theirlives .on ‘farms. -,
| Many:have never been..
‘to t e'eountry before
- and were ,amazed that,
. appl,es grew, *on/? trees.’
_One - little: e\llow 'was,_
-resen{ tful’-of eating ‘a
.potg}oés aftet hes saw
‘hadbeendug upQu
-é‘-ground Others
jpoken. | 1o: sa}y}:;

“than - sympathy ! :’; )a

towards these brave
‘young hearts.. .
“Soon the hall. was fil-
led with hundreds of
small voices: and
helpers were kept
busy supplying the de-.
mands for lemonade.”
The response in- the

Ellesmere urban“area ‘'

was so overwhelming
that many locals com-

plained that there, :

weren’t. enough
evacuees to go round. .

- Mr F. Horton* was
¢ chief evacuatlon of
- ficer.

In : Chirk 5 th_ez__t

numbers absorh

were 109 adultswan”;é
258 children., Refresh-"

ments in- the parxsh‘

_ hall were seryed by'a
band' of lady: helpers"

under the supervision
of Mrs C. E. Salt. The
billeting officer was
parish clerk, Mr Tom
Davies.

The - ellesmere
corresondent for the
Advertizer reported
on the reaction to the
city children.

‘“I have visited
se\_'eral houses where
children have been
adopted into the fami-
ly and are being
treated as part of the
home .circle. I sincere-
ly hope this is the case
in every Instance.. -

¢“I -known -here are

some who «find their

¥
Weston Rhyn
"_220 s c}gldren

: .16‘ T3
¢ und homes
i local headmaster, Mr
; E. Wobd;” organised
i the’ opet'ation -along
“ with' ‘Messrs . Ed’ ‘Wil-
liams and J. W.
i Roberts

On:the arrival of the
evacuees ladies from
the  village provided
g hot -drinks, and many

of the tchildren were
; given ‘céoked meals-at
v-utheirs new homes.- The

‘mothei’s ‘ofthese

ay:later. and
; erved ~W
: 1,_ted mllk 'te,a

cuitsat the school

Mot Wy -h....,, 2

Twere

.Gobowen were. made
by a committee con-

sisting of Mr Martin.

Lawford, .. ~the
chairmarmr of Oswestry
‘Rural- Parish Council,
| Mr C. *Hughes,. the
) headmaster of “the
‘primary - 'school,’ dnd.
Messgs T. ‘Lovett- and,
Chas Hammond: -
The 160" chlldren
taken ‘in_by- villagers.
. ‘were later educated at
i.Gobowen ‘Council
School, and the Selat-
; .tyn and Pantglas C. of
. Schools.

youngsters arrlved a

o ..4..._,._.._.-.‘.__,___._.“...._ A

-The | billeting
; officers at St. Martins
_ Messrs P. Morris, G.
“Rogers, F. Morris and
.S. W. Bridgewater —
catered for 191
children, seven

‘teachers and nine

helpers from the
Birkenhead area..

In Llanymynech
priority had to be
given to the young
evacuees after the vil-
lage was swamped
with requests for lodg-
ings from thelr rela-
tlons

"Mr W. R Williams,
billetlng officer for
_ the Qarreghofa parish,
..was assisted.in his
" duties by:the Women's
* Auxiliary . Committee

= under the supervxslon

_ reporter .ot tne-ume

£r- 7
‘" quated’

of Mrs Jagper:Moon.

ispoke. to thes
".master--of. St ‘%&g‘
burghs? Sg 5
erkenhead :
the chxldre

d;:
hé' repotter alsg]

& %unny»ﬁtth
mcident strange .t_ol';

evacuee refuse ¢ :
a frencIl be,anf" i] éd'_
statelt

because 'hedfel’ﬁsure»it
was -terrible’ ,;kxnd “of
snake or: ;0 21818

“animal. - 5z

The . number of

. evacuees sent to other

local villages were:.
Glyn Celiriog*: 67
schoolchildren; seven:
teachers, 24- mothers|
and 36 under-flves.‘
Tregeiriog: 8 mothers,|
12 under fives;:
Llanarmon D.C.: 18
schoolchildren, twot
teachers, 12 mothers~
and 18 under fives;
Llangedwyn: - 121
mothers, . 18 under!
fives; Llansilin: 36
schoolchlldlen‘,‘- £
teachers; .
Llanrhaeadr,.
schoolchlldren seven

teachers, six: mothers,
and ton nunder fives:




" EVACUATION PROBLEMS

Why Children Should Not
Be Brought Home

THE MAYOR SATISFIED.

(From o “ Birkenhead News” Representative),

SOMEWHERE IN NORTH WALES.

partings.

In previous wars we knew that the
able-bodied menfolk would -have to leave their
homes. Now, even the children have, for
safety’s sake, had to go.

The hearths, the streets, the cinemnas, the
public vehicles, the parks of Birkenhead,
cannot be the same now. But Birkenhead will
carry on; and I want to assure Yyou that
Birkenhead children, scattered over the land
in mountainous Wales, are carrying on, too.

The Mayor (Alderman Deverill) assured me
that he was extremely satisfied with all he had

seen. I ) «
settling in well in their new surroundings.

g.ﬁw will always bring its penalties and

Alderman Deverill has toured all the reception W—WWNZ:N}U zmﬁ\w.{.

areas.

It was not a stodgy, stilted, '* official ” tour.

The Mayor visited several schools personally.

He chatted to the teachers, spoke to the child-

ren, and inspected their new surroundings.
His report is, in effect, ‘' all in order.” :

The children, he said, were obviously,

* VERY FOOLISH.”

Many Birkenhead parents have been down
to North Wales to see for themselves. There
are divided opinions about these family
excursions. Parents naturally want to see
their little ones ; and the children want to see
Mum, Dad, Brother, Sister and the rest—but,
these brief reunions have an unsettling effect.
The short reunion is {followed by a long
parting. Some of the parents have taken their
children home—despite the Government's
repeated warnings. They are very foolish, and
that is putting it rather bluntly—but, as a
highly-placed North Wales evacuaticn official
told me: ‘‘Very soon billets will not be
available, for thousands of ‘ private evacuees’
are pouring into North Wales at this very
moment.” They are paying their own way,
and one cannot refuse them. If mothers, at a
time of real stress, clamour for the children to
be re-registered, it may be impossible to dea

with them.” i

This is exactly what the Government
warning indicated.

Wealthy Mr. Stockbroker, of London, is
sending Mrs. Stockbroker and the children to
North Wales.

The moral for Birkenhead parents—your
child's safety comes first.

October 4, 1939
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We settled back at home quite well, my brother had been very home-
sick, although his host family were very loving and caring, as mine were
also.

r Mayor’s Tribute to
- Evacuation Workers

APPRECIATION of the ** kindly welcome "’ which has been accorded

“to Birkenhead eVvacuees is voiced in a letter which has been
circularised to those concerned by the Mayor of the borough (Ald. H. |
Deverill). The letter states :— ' 1

My dear Sir,—A fortnight ago se\'eral[

thousands of mothers angd children left

/ Birkenhead under the’ threat of avar for!

i distriets in the country less exposed to
| danger, aA LR

I They left, tnder conditions without!

parallel in ouy history, for destinutions|
quite unknown ‘to“jnost of them, un-
happy at the thought of separation
from their hiomes and f{aniilies and un-
certain as to what the change would |
mean to them,

During the last fortnight, however,
letters have been recelved in Birken-
head from children, mothers and
teachers in the reception areas which
show how quickly these fears and un-|
certainties were dispelled by the kindly
veicome with which they were
reccived by householders and by the
¢ arrangements made by the reception
officials and voluntary helpers to en-
able them to settle down quickly and
contentedly-in their new surroundings, Gelrer s

'li

We recognise that with this first AT
phase of evacnation over there  will / 5
remain many problems for the recep-
tion areas; problems whicl, during the
coming months, will call for much
forbearance and mutual consideration.

I am confident that our friends in the
reception arcas, to whose patience and
gencerosity the success of the Govern-
ment evacuation scheme so far has
been mainly due, will deal with and
overcomc these difficulties with thel
siume understanding and in the same
spirit Which marked their reception of
our people.

On behalf of the Town Council of
Birkenhead I have been asked to convey e
to them through you our thanks to ail
concerned in the reception areas for
what has been done for Birkenhead
inhabitants. o 4

I hope to be able to visit some of the
larger centres in the receplion areas
during the next few days.—Your, eves, |

H. DEVERILI., !
Mayor.




~WISHTOMARK BY THIS PERSONAL MESSAGE.

my appreduﬁonofﬂw myouhmmndm&foyomv -
m1939-

Tnthe s of the War pott opendd your door foSrangers
wbmﬁm@oﬁw%o%&m Fhomewtth
them.

Thnowthato-this unsefish ﬁgkymmsamﬁc&mvﬁl i
ﬁmvomuwmﬁsw, £ hat itcould nothavebeen advieed
Twithout theloyal coo;eemﬁou oFuﬂinWhous&wlb- '

i have carned the graﬁﬁibeogﬁmseto
?&?ﬁﬁm Mﬁ}omw&msm

scweYouhmhé}P& ﬁmgwina

Mrs. Barrett.

CERTIFICATE PRESENTED TO HOST FAMILIES TO THANK THEM FOR' ré\
{
|
I

TAKING EVACUEES

of geatvalue

31|
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CONCLUSION

The experience of evacuation seems to have instilled a deep love for the
countryside on most of those involved. A love which still indures; infact
one lady while visiting the Heritage Centre actually walked from
Gobowen Railway Station.

Most evacuees seem to have worried about their families back in the
Wirral and to have known even at the tender age of 5 that the aeroplanes
that they could hear passing over Oswestry were on their way to bomb
Liverpool. This fear and seperation of families must have had a deep
psychological effect which either made them yearn to be home or cling
to their foster families.

We hope that reading these accounts has given some insight into what
evacuation really meant to those children who were involved. Perhaps
we may even encourage others to write and talk about evacuation.
Anyone still wanting to contribute can still contact the Heritage Centre
who may perhaps produce Volume 2!!
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